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Philadelphia, was forced to evacuate the city by the
arrival of a French fleet. He decided to move his army
to New York, but on the way he was overtaken by
Washington at Monmouth, and on June 28 a battle was
fought. In this engagement a young French marquis,
who had come from France to help the Americans,
played a gallant part. His name was Lafayette, and he
fought bravely for the States on many occasions, and
made himself a great name for courage and other noble
qualities. At Monmouth, indeed, he saved the Ameri-
can army from defeat, for at a critical moment, when
a body of troops was giving ground, he sent an urgent
message to Washington, and the commander-in-chief
arrived just in time to stop the rout and rally the re-
treating soldiers.

Monmouth, however, was an indecisive battle. When
it was over Clinton continued his march to New York,
where he maintained his headquarters for the next three
years, while Washington made camp on White Plains
on the east side of the Hudson.

It seems curious, judging by modern standards, that
hostile armies should remain within easy reach of each
other for three years without coming to blows. Yet such
was the case. Washington was never really strong
enough to make the attack, while his opponents were
content to let matters stand as they were. For having
failed to obtain a decisive result in the north, the British
now transferred the fighting to the Southern States,
where large numbers of the population favoured their
cause. Success came quickly. Savannah was captured
in December, 1778, and was followed by the complete